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Priorities / Focus Areas of Foreign Policy —
Diplomacy

“Cyprus maintains very good relations with a considerable number of countries and
the objective of its foreign policy is to have an active involvement in processes that
aim to promote international co-operation, peace, stability, and sustainable
development.

Cyprus has always been a dedicated supporter of human rights, the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of States, and a strong advocate of international peace and
security. Its geographic position enables it to play a role both in the Eastern
Mediterranean region and within the European family. Its accession to the European
Union initiated new era in its relations with third countries, thus becoming a bridge of
communication between the European Union and these countries”

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Republic of Cyprus



Priorities / Focus Areas of Foreign Policy —
Diplomacy
e Cyprus issue — This is the main and biggest issue of the Cyprus foreign
Policy / The aim is to find a solution based on the UN resolutions

e Active and effective participation in European Union affairs

e Development of bilateral and multilateral relations with the
neighboring Middle East states

* Enhancement of relations with the five Permanent Members of the UN
Security Council

e Energy (due to the recent discoveries in the Cyprus Exclusive Economic
Zone (EEZ))
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Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Republic of Cyprus - Structure
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Bilateral Relations / Focus in specific Geographic
Areas

e The Republic of Cyprus maintains diplomatic relations with 179 states
* |t does not maintain diplomatic relations with the following:

Azerbaijan, Kosovo,, Benin, Republic of Congo, Central African Republic,
Equatorial Guinea, Djibouti, South Sudan. Bhutan, Kiribati, Palau, Tuvalu,
Haiti, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Cook Islands, Niue, Abkhazia, South Ossetia,
Somaliland, Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic, Artsakh, Taiwan,
Transnistria

e The Republic of Cyprus is not recognised by Turkey
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Diplomatic Types

Public Diplomacy (department in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs), eg. extensive use
of social media by the Ministry the last years, campaign abroad

Economic Diplomac}y (department in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in cooperation
with the Ministry of Finance and other related agencies eg. Cyprus Investment
Promotion Agency / cooperation with the private sector, Deputy Ministry of
Tourism) eg. conferences abroad, Commerce exhibitions that promote Cyprus as
an investment / tourist destination

Cultural Diplomacy (cooperation among the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the
Ministry of Education and Culture) eg. cultural exhibitions abroad for the
promotion of Cyprus History

Defence / Militar}g Diplomacy (department in the Ministry of Defence) eg.
establishment of bilateral defence agreements / trilateral defence schemes,
participation in EU/UN peacekeeping missions



Societal Beliefs (of the Cyprus public) about
Foreign Policy / Diplomacy
There are different perceptions among the Cypriot public in regards to the foreign policy

orientations of the Republic
In many cases these perceptions are based on the ideological orientation of the indivituals

Societal Beliefs / Perceptions

Overall disappointment due to the unresolved Cyprus issue

Blame politicians / governments for recession from the ‘red lines’ in regards to the Cyprus
issue

Some others, understand the restrictions due to the smallness
Request for more active policy in European Union / United Nations
Participation in other organizations eg NATO

Applaud cooperation with more powerful states / participation in multinational schemes /
organizations



Societal Beliefs about Foreign Policy

Does public opinion / Media influence the foreign policy? Any examples?

 Media in Cyprus, hugely, influence the public opinion in regards to the
foreign policy, especially for the Cyprus issue

e The role of media in the Annan Plan in 2004 (Annan Plan, was a United
Nations proposal to resolve the Cyprus dispute) is indicative, since
some researchers believe that the public was manipulated by the
propaganda of the media in order to vote against the plan

e There are specific newspapers with specific stance (either positive
either negative) in regards to the Cyprus issue
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